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Half-life;: A New W ay of Research into Virtual Leaming Comm un ity

BAT]Jifang
(College of Education Technology and Canmunication of North West Nomal University  Lanzhou 730070, China)

Abstract Half life theory is an inportant theory that can be used to measure obsolescence of scientific literature
The theory has been applied to web mfomation metrology In this paper The concept of half-life is applied to the
research of mitial posts in a virual leaming canmunily in a case study of the virtual online course titled "Applica-
tions of W eb-based Leaming" atCapital Nomal University In the study the researchers analyze the codingmeth-
od to analyze the half-life cycles of initial posts Based on the analysis the papermakes several recanm endations
on how to design posts for leamer form s
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