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MOOCs: A Systematic Study of the Published Literature 2008-2012

Tharindu Rekha Liyanagunawardena, Andrew Alexandar Adams, and Shirley Ann Williams

Massive open online courses (MOOCs) are a recent addition to the range of online learning options.
Since 2008, MOOCs have been run by a variety of public and elite universities, especially in North Amer—
ica. Many academics have taken interest in MOOCs recognising the potential to deliver education around
the globe on an unprecedented scale; some of these academics are taking a research—oriented perspec-—
tive and academic papers describing their research are starting to appear in the traditional media of
peer reviewed publications. This paper presents a systematic review of the published MOOC literature
(2008-2012): Forty—five peer reviewed papers are identified through journals, database searches, search-—
ing the Web, and chaining from known sources to form the base for this review. We believe this is the
first effort to systematically review literature relating to MOOCs, a fairly recent but massively popular phe-—
nomenon with a global reach. The review categorises the literature into eight different areas of interest,
introductory, concept, case studies, educational theory, technology, participant focused, provider focused,
and other, while also providing quantitative analysis of publications according to publication type, year of
publication, and contributors. Future research directions guided by gaps in the literature are explored.
Keywords: MOOC; massive open online course; massively open online course; systematic review; connec—

tivism

The Interaction Equivalency Theorem

Terumi Miyazoe Terry Anderson

This paper examines the key issues regarding The Interaction Equivalency Theorem posited by An-—
derson (2003a), which consists of the three interaction elements found in formal education courses
among teacher, student, and content. It first examines the core concepts of the theorem and argues that
two theses of different dimensions can be articulated in the theorem, namely, value and amount (or quali—
ty and quantity). Prior studies in distance education and blended learning that have tested the validity of
the theorem concepts are also examined: all research results support the first thesis; however, further re—
search is required to examine the second thesis. The paper highlights the key issues for further explora—
tion as research schemes.

Keywords: Interaction Equivalency Theorem; review

Transnational Recognition of Qualifications and Learning Credits in the Virtual
University: Innovations of 32 Small Countries of the Commonwealth

Zhang Weiyuan, Duan Chenggui and Fu Xuanqing

In order to promote the development of social economy and a lifelong learning society, small coun-
tries of the Commonwealth devote themselves to establishing a transnational qualifications framework and
credit transfer mechanism, mutually recognizing qualifications and credits of each other. This paper con-
sists of 8 sections. The first section introduces the background of Virtual University for Small States of
the Commonwealth (VUSSC) and qualifications framework in these small countries. The second section

depicts the design rationale behind the transnational qualifications framework. The third section introduces
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