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A Re- Examination of the Relationship between Open Universities
and Modern Distance Education

Zhang Xiaoke

The first part of this paper examines the internal relationship between distance education and
open learning. With a comparison between the radio and television universities in China and The
Open University in the United Kingdom, this paper points out that openness is the distinctive feature
of the radio and television universities. Openness in all dimensions is not only the objective of modern
distance education but also its nature. If this modern form of education is to survive and strive, to
fully utilize its strengths, and to play an important role in China's development, openness in all di-
mensions is essential.

The second part of this paper discusses a new perspective on quality for open and distance
learning (ODL). The criteria for evaluating quality in traditional higher education are based on an elite
model and might not be entirely suitable for distance and open universities. In a knowledge economy,
the demand for human resources exists at different levels and there are different requirements for dif-
ferent kinds of jobs. Therefore, when providing higher education for the elite or for the masses, there
should be two distinctive quality evaluation systems.

The last part points out that the many misconceptions surrounding the ODL practice in China are
due to the misnomer of "radio and television universities". This paper suggests that a new name

should be adopted.

A Hierarchical Model for Student and Teacher Interaction
in Distance Learning
Chen Li

Based on the Conversational Model developed by Laurillard (2001), this paper puts forward a
model for student and teacher interaction in distance learning. This model consists of three levels: (1)
Operational Interaction: the interaction between students and various media; (2) Information Interaction:
the interaction between students and the various kinds of information in learning and teaching; and (3)
Conceptual Interaction: the interaction between students' existing concepts and new concepts. These
three types of interaction may happen at the same time in the learning process. There exist three
forms of information interaction: between students and learning resources, students and teachers, and
among students themselves. These three forms complement one another. According to this interaction
model, the three levels mentioned above have a hierarchical relationship and the author believes that

this best illustrates the nature of distance learning and teaching.

Staff Training and Development in Open and Distance Learning

Mohamed Ally

An increasing number of educational institutions and organizations are using distance education
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