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Exploration and Reflections on Instructional Quality
Assessment (IQA) System in the U.S.
ZHOU Jiushi', BAO Jiansheng’

('Faculty of Education, Tianjin Normal University, Tianjin 300387, China)
(*Mathematics Department, East China Normal University, Shanghai 200241, China)
Abstract: An effective instructional evaluation system is able to judge teaching level
scientifically, and guide teacher to accomplish his or her developmental goal. Instructional
Quality Assessment (IQA) is developed by the University of Pittsburgh, comprising with three
domains: Cognitive Demand of Task, Accountable Talk, and Teacher Expectations. IQA is used
for live classroom observation and student assignment collections. Different from teaching
video analysis tools, live lesson assessment entails observers capturing meaningful information
timely. As a result, IQA is parsimonious with focus on a small number of domains, and the
levels under each dimension are clear to make judgement. The following four characteristics of
IQA were identified: (a) emphasizing the teaching nature with a small number of focused
domains; (b) discipline-based designing to ensure that the evaluation effect is scientific and
authoritative; (¢) multiple evaluation methods adopted to reflect teaching quality from different
angles; and (d) taking teacher development as essential evaluation aim. IQA evaluation system
provides suggestions for teaching evaluation research and teacher development in China,
including simplifying evaluation domains to focus on teaching and learning, using content-
specific tools to enable better understanding of assessment results, taking multiple methods to
grasp real information of classroom teaching, and emphasizing the development function in

evaluation.

Key words: teaching quality, teacher development, evaluation system, classroom teaching
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