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Beyond the digital horizon: new learning platforms, old technology debates
Mark Brown

This paper looks beyond the current digital horizon by asking a number of questions about the fu—
ture of higher education. It draws on the current experience in the Republic of Ireland to discuss some
of the questions facing both China and Europe in the age of the Massive Open Online Course (MOOC).
A case is made for longer—term thinking about the future of new models of higher education in the
backdrop of some of the wider global and societal challenges facing humanity. This bigger picture per—
spective frames the paper. More specifically the second section asks what type of societies and commu-—
nities we want our higher education systems and new learning platforms to serve. The potential of new
places and spaces for learning made possible through new technologies is then discussed, especially in
terms of blurring traditional educational boundaries. Throughout this discussion the challenge for poli—
cy—makers, institutional leaders and teachers is whether technology will be adopted in accordance with
transformative practices for very different outcomes or merely added onto traditional ways of teaching
and learning. Finally, the paper revisits some of the debates that characterize the history of educational
technology and argues we need more complex ecological theories and perspectives to better understand
our preferred futures and the impact of the latest MOOC movement.

Keywords: Ireland; Massive Open Online Course; learning platforms; debates; future

Impact of digital lifestyle on college teachers’ research
Chao Huang, Hongfang Jia, Jinglu Liu and Guodong Zhao

This study focuses on how college teachers use IT in their research, while research into the use of
IT normally focuses on the impact of IT on teachers’ teaching practice. This paper puts forward a digital
lifestyle measuring framework (DLMF) for teachers in higher education institutions, based on which digital
lifestyle of teachers is analyzed using Structural Equation Modeling (SEM), and the interrelationship of
time, frequency, skills and psychology of using IT is also studied. The results show that the impact of
digital lifestyle on teachers’ academic research is determined by their behavior in using IT, and the im-
pact varies due to combination of different contents and interfaces (information, communication and effi—
ciency). In addition, the impact of technology on research is universal, contradictory and realistic.
Keywords: teachers in higher education institutions; information technology; digital lifestyle; academic re—

search; Structural Equation Modeling (SEM)

Instructional interaction in three generations of distance learning
Li Chen and Zhijun Wang

Li Chen (the first author of this paper) initially put forward the Hierarchical Model for Instructional In—
teraction (HMII) in 2004, revealing systematically the internal dynamics of instructional interaction in dis—
tance learning, providing a theoretical basis, the meta-theory, for further research into the area. Instruc—
tional interaction, with its connotation and forms, evolves with the widespread application of online learn—

ing and the emergence of connectivism. This paper extends and revises the definition and connotation of
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instructional interaction, drawing on the distance learning practice of the “Internet +” era. It further ex—
plains instructional interaction theories in the three generations of distance education in terms of adapt—
ability of learning objectives, the functions of commonly used media, characteristics of three—level instruc—
tional interaction and learning evaluation method. With the development and improvement of instructional
interaction theory, it is hoped that readers can better understand the characteristics of instructional inter—
action in the three generations of distance education and put it into more effective teaching practice,
hence facilitating deeper learning and improving learners’ learning outcomes.

Keywords: three generations of distance learning; Instructional interaction; distance education principle; in—

structional design; learning evaluation

Evaluation of adult foreign language learner autonomy:
a three—dimensional model framework
Yiqun Fang

Learner autonomy is vital for English learners. But how to evaluate scientifically the autonomous
learning capacity of adult learners is still to be investigated. This study constructs an evaluation system
for adult foreign language learner autonomy (AFLLA). With 260 non-English—-major undergraduates as re—
search subjects, a questionnaire survey based on Benson’s theories of learner autonomy is designed
and conducted covering learning content, cognitive processing and learning process. An evaluation
framework with three dimensions and nine factors is constructed through exploratory factor analysis of
the survey result. The result shows that this evaluation tool has high reliability and validity and can re—
flect the AFLLA structure of the target learners, and it provides reference for quantitative evaluation of
AFLLC in all Radio and TV Universities in China.

Keywords: autonomous learning; evaluation system, adult learners; Radio and TV Universities

Designing and developing a distance education management platform
based on WeChat cloud services: a case study of

Zhejiang Radio & Television University

Yue Ying and Yixiang Zhang

As the most widely used and user—sticky APP on mobile devices, WeChat, with its public platform
and open platform, provides diverse functions and great convenience for the general public, a business
and technological framework for APP developers and an instant solution to inefficient operating platforms
and lack of resources in distance education practice. This study focuses on the functions of WeChat RT-
VU, which integrates technological innovations and functional optimization of different administrative plat—
forms and resources, and OA systems. The current practice in using WeChat RTVU is expected to pro-—
mote administration and collaboration within the RTVU system.

Keywords: WeChat cloud service; WeChat RTVU; distance service; integrations of platforms
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