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Impacts of “Inspiring Young Minds” Project on the
Basic Educational Informatization in Rural China:

A Case Study of Jian County Jiangxi Province

CUI Xiangping' CHANG Yongmei' YANG Yanjun' WU Xiaomei' & XIAO Zhijun?®

(1. School of Educational Technology Northwest Normal University Lanzhou 730070 China ;
2. The Department of Education of Jian County Jiangxi Province Jian 343100 China)

Abstract: In order to improve the effects of basic education in rural areas " Inspiring Young Minds" projects initiated
by Central Audio — Visual Education of the Ministry of Education and UNICEF Beijing Office under the auspices of
the British Telecom has been implemented for three years. In order to accurately examine the effects of the implemen—
tation of the project and its impact on the rural basic educational informatization the authors conducted field visits in
Jian County Jiangxi Province. Through the reports of project schools the investigation of the project equipment us—
age discussions and interviews classroom observation surveys IT proficiency tests etc. the authors learned that the
implementation of the project has far — reaching impacts on the basic educational informatization in Jian County. The
project implementation followed a unique model and has been a successful experience. The teachers and students in—
volved in the project have benefited greatly from the mobile device — based ICT Center. The online learning communities
have improved the urban and rural interactions and the sharing of quality educational resources. The expert training
and the urban and rural schools ~ collaboration have promoted teachers *professional development. In addition the
students have improved their information literacy and comprehensive competence through the IT courses the interest
group activities and the urban and rural schools”inquiry activities offered by the ICT Center. The basic educational
informatization of the whole county has also been driven by the radiation of the project.
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