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Abstract: China$ National Quality Course Project is a large — scale project in its higher education. The project taps
into Open Educational Resources ( OER) to improve the quality of undergraduate education. From the western per—
spective  this project is one type of Open Courseware inspired by the MIT OCW movement. In this article the authors
Jocus on the targets operational implementation history background the similarities and differences between the
MIT OCW and China$s National Quality Course Project. It will be useful to think of the development of Open Educa—
tional Resources ( OER) as a way to fulfill four broad objectives: transformative production ~direct use reuse and
transparency/consultation. China$ National Quality Course Project is a response to the domestic challenges of inde—
pendent decision — making rather than the introduction of the OCW or OER model. China and North America$ un—
derstanding of university teaching is very different. China§ higher education system learns from the research university
model from France and Germany. In addition it emphasizes the use of "examples" focusing on team building to en—
hance its quality and tradition. This makes Quality Course a unique institutional advantages and other open educa—
tional resources projects to distinguish and difficult to perform in North America but also help inspire us to rethink
the reform of university teaching in North America.
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